
CURRICULUM VITAE---JOHN S. GALLAGHER, III 

EDUCATION: 
• B.A. (magna cum laude), Princeton University, 1969. 
• M.S., University of Wisconsin - Madison, 1971. 
• Ph.D., University of Wisconsin - Madison, 1972. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 
Current Positions: 
• 2022—Distinguished Visiting Professor of Physics and Astronomy, Macalester 

College 
• 2017—W. W. Morgan Emeritus Professor of Astronomy, University of Wisconsin-

Madison 

Former Positions:  
• 2014—2020 Rupple Bascom Professor of Astronomy, University of Wisconsin-

Madison 
• 2006-- W. W. Morgan Professor of Astronomy, University of Wisconsin-Madison  
• 2005--2015 Editor-in-Chief, The Astronomical Journal 
• Acting Project Director, IceCube Project, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 

2002-03 
• 1991--2006: Professor of Astronomy, University of Wisconsin - Madison. 
• 1988--1992: Adjunct Professor of Physics and Astronomy, Northern Arizona 

University  
• 1989--1991: Vice President, Associated Universities for Research in Astronomy, 

Inc.  
• 1986--1989: Director, Lowell Observatory  
• 1984--1986: Astronomer, Kitt Peak National Observatory, National Optical 

Astronomy Observatories. 
• 1982--1984: Professor of Astronomy, University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign. 
• 1977--1982: Associate Professor of Astronomy, University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign 
• 1974--1977: Assistant Professor of Astronomy, University of Minnesota-Twin 

Cities 
• 1972--1974: Research Associate and Visiting Assistant Professor of Physics, 

University of Nebraska - Lincoln. 

HONORS: 
• Fellow of the American Astronomical Society 2021 
• U. Wisconsin Women Faculty Doris Slesinger Award for Excellence in Mentoring 

2016 
• Jubilee Professorship, Chalmers University of Technology, Sweden 2015-16  
• Visiting Erskine Fellow, Dept. Physics & Astronomy, U. Canterbury, New Zealand, 

Jul-Aug 2010 
• Chambliss Astronomical Writing Award 2008 with L. Sparke for text  “Galaxies in 

the Universe”. 



•  Caroline Herschel visitor to Space Telescope Science Institute, Baltimore, 
Maryland, 2007 

• Thomson ISI original “Most Cited Scientist” selection 2003 (one of 29 UW-
Madison faculty) 

• NASA Group Achievement Awards (2)& Public Service Group Achievement Award, 
Wide Field Planetary Camera II Science Team, 1994 

• Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science 1991 
• Asteroid 3593, discovered by E. Bowell in October 1985 at Lowell Observatory 

and named “Gallagher” 
 

PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES: 
• American Association for the Advancement of Science 
• American Astronomical Society 
• International Astronomical Union 
• Sigma Xi 

SELECTED PROFESSIONAL SERVICES (1990-). 
• Institut de radioastronomie millimétrique telescope time allocation Program 

Committee 200-2024.  
• VR Swedish Science Foundation Physics/Astronomy review panel 2020—  
• NASA SMEX review 2020 
• Hubble Space Telescope Time Allocation Committee 2020 
• US National Committee. IAU 2018-2021 
• Board of Review Editors, AAAS, Science 2017-2022 
• Space Telescope Science Institute Visiting Committee, 2017- , Chair 2020-2023 
• NASA Senior Review, Hubble Space Telescope Project, 2016 
• Visiting Committee, Dept. Astronomy, U. Massachusetts-Amherst 2011 
• Chair, NASA Review Committee, Astrophysics Research, Analysis, & Enabling 

Technology 2011 
• Chair, Board of Directors, U.S. Virtual Astronomical Observatory (VAO) 2009- 14 
• Beirat (Advisory Cmte), Center for Astronomy, University of Heidelberg, Germany 

2009- 
• AURA Workforce and Diversity Committee 2009-10  
• NSF Astronomical Sciences Proposal Review Panel; Chair 2009 
• Hubble Space Telescope time allocation panel, 2007, at Large member 2016 
• Science Foundation of Ireland, Astronomy/Physics Review Panel, 2007, 2009-11 
• Committee on Diversity and Climate, Space Telescope Science Institute 2007-11 
• Editor-in-Chief, The Astronomical Journal  2005-15 
• Harvard-Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory Board of Visitors 2004 & 2008 

President IAU Commission 28, “Galaxies” 2012- 
• Director Search Committee, National Radio Astronomy Observatory 2011 
• NASA Headquarters Research & Analysis program review panel, Chair, 2010-11 
• Chair, Board of Directors, U.S. Virtual Astronomical Observatory 2009-  
• Beirat (Advisory Cmte), Center for Astronomy, University of Heidelberg, Germany 

2009-16 
• AURA Workforce and Diversity Committee 2009-10  
• NSF Astronomical Sciences Proposal Review Panel; Chair 2009 



• Science Foundation of Ireland, Astronomy/Physics Review Panel, 2007, 2009-11 
• Committee on Diversity and Climate, Space Telescope Science Institute 2007-11 
• Hubble Space Telescope time allocation panel, 2007 
• Astrophysics Ph.D. program review, Arizona State University, 2006  
• Harvard-Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory Board of Visitors 2004-2008 
• NSF National Optical Astronomy Observatories program review panel 2002-2006; 

chair 2002-2006 
• Chair, NSF review panel for operation of the National Optical Astronomy 

Observatories 2000-2001. 
• Chair, External Astronomy Review, Indiana University 2000 
• Maximum Aperture Telescope Workshop Chair, Madison 1998, Hyannis 1999  
• International Reviewer, astrophysics graduate programs, CAPES Foundation, 

Brazil 1999 
• International Gemini 8-m Telescopes Project, Board of Directors 1997- 2001, 

Chair 2000-2001; (Gemini is a collaboration involving the US, UK, Canada, 
Australia, Argentina, Brazil and Chile to operate two high performance 
astronomical telescopes.) 

• Gemini Instrumentation Workshop Galaxies Panel Chair, Abington, UK 1997 
• Board of Editors, Astronomy magazine (Waukesha, WI) 1996-2007 
• National Science Foundation site review panelist, Center for Astrophysical 

Research in Antarctica, Chicago 
• 1996 NASA Long Term Space Astrophysics Review Panel 1996 
• Hubble Fellow Selection Panel 1995   
• NASA Space Science Advisory Committee 1994-1996 
• National Astronomy & Ionosphere Center (Arecibo) Visiting Committee 

1994-1996, Chair 1996 
• Optical/Infrared Panel of Committee on Astron. and Astrophys, NAS 1994 
• Chair, Hubble Space Telescope Cycle 4 TAC, 1993 
• HST Science Servicing Mission Working Group member, 1992-1994 
• NSF Astronomy Arecibo and Presidential Investigator Review Panels, 1992 
• Chair, Visiting Committee to Department of Astronomy, University of Maryland, 

1992 
• Review Committee, Department of Astronomy, University of Virginia, 1991 
• Wide Field Planetary Camera 2 Investigation Definition Team 1991-99  
• AAS Council Member 1987-90 

RECENT OUTREACH & EDUCATION: 
• Forward for book  Galaxies: Inside the Universe's Star Cities, D. Eicher, 2020   
• Summer school lecturer, “NORDIC-BALTIC MILLIMETRE AND OPTICAL/NIR 

ASTRONOMY SUMMER SCHOOL II”. 
• Teaching experience in the full range of undergraduate and graduate astronomy 

& astrophysics courses; developed specialized guest lectures given in NEEP 533 
(Resources from Space) and Physics 207/208 General Physics (for science and 
mathematics majors).  Developed and pioneered new course on “Astronomical 
Observing Experiences” to provide undergraduate majors with professional tools.  

• Southern African Large Telescope collateral benefits programs, including work 
with exchange teachers from South Africa and lecturer at the National  

•



• Astrophysics and Space Science Program 2005 Student Workshop in South Africa 
on SALT Science. 

• External examiner/opponent for Ph.D. theses: SACLAY, France; University of 
Lund, Chalmers University of Technology, Sweden; University of Basel, 
Switzerland; University of Heidelberg, Germany + mail reviews Germany, India 
& Australia.  

• Habilitation reviewer: Potsdam University, University of Göttingen & Ruhr 
University-Bochum, Germany. 

• “Ask an Astronomer” columns, Astronomy Magazine, 
• “The New Milky Way”, September 2011 Astronomy magazine, cover story; J. S. 

Gallagher, R. F. G. Wyse, R. Benjamin. 
• Public Lectures UW-Madison Space Place, Madison, WI. 
• L. S. Sparke and J. S. Gallagher, 1st edition, 2000, 2nd edition 2007, (Cambridge 

University Press) Galaxies in the Universe: An Introduction.   
• Consultant, “Space” National Geographic Atlas of the World, 8th Edition 2005. 

SELECTED UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN SERVICE ACTIVITIES: 
• Associate Chair, Department of Astronomy 2010-11; 2013-14 
• Honorary Degrees Selection Committee 2006-2009 
• WIYN Telescope Board Member and Corporate Secretary 2006-2010; Corporate 

Treasurer 2010- 
• Acting Project Director, IceCube Neutrino Observatory, University of Wisconsin-

Madison, 2002-03 
• WIYN Telescope Board Member and Corporate Secretary 2006-2010; Corporate 

Treasurer  
2010-17 

• Chair, Department of Astronomy 1995-98; 2012-13 
• Chair, Internal Review Committee, Department of Physics 1998-99 
• Dean’s Committee on Physical Sciences Laboratories 1997-98 
• Chair, Internal Review Committee, Department of Physics 1998-99 
• Dean’s Committee on Physical Sciences Laboratories 1997-98 

RESEARCH: 
• Evolution of galaxies as astrophysical systems 
• Multi-messenger diagnostics of conditions in astrophysical systems 
• Evolutionary processes associated with binary stars 
• Author or co-author on 600+ refereed astronomy/astrophysics papers with 

approximately 31,000 ADS citations (H-index~90) and co-author on 512 
IceCube collaboration team publications with 29000+ citations 

• 100+ presentations at astronomical meetings in the U.S. and abroad 
International collaborations, primarily with astronomers in France, Germany, 
Italy, Mexico, Republic of South Africa, United Kingdom, and Sweden  



PH.D. STUDENTS: 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign: Richard Raddick (1978); Deidre 

Hunter (1982); Alan Wirth (1982); Howard Bushouse (1986). 
University of Wisconsin-Madison: Pamela Marcum (1994); Alan Watson (1994); 

Andrea Schweitzer (1996; with Prof. K. Cudworth, U. Chicago); Andrew Cole 
(1999); Birgit Otte (2001; co-advisor with Prof. R. Reynolds), Chris Conselice 
(2002); Nicole Homeier (2003); Elizabeth Wehner (2005), Kate Dellenbusch 
(2008); Lou Nigra (2012; co-advisor with Prof. S. Stanimirovic); Tova Yoast-Hull 
(2015; Physics, co-advisor with Prof. E. Zweibel); Jenna Ryon (2016); Erin 
Boettcher (2018; co-adviser with Prof. E. Zweibel, Ph.D.).  

Students Co-Advised [* student visitor to UW-Madison]: Annette M. N. Ferguson 
(1998; Johns Hopkins U. with Prof. R. Wyse); Lynn D. Matthews (1998; U. 
Wisconsin bachelors, SUNY Stony Brook with Prof. F. Walter); Stefan Kautsch* 
(2006; U. Basel, Switzerland, with Prof. E. K. Grebel); M. Westmoquette* (2008; 
University College London, UK with Prof. L. Smith); Katharina Glatt* (2009; U. 
Basel, Switzerland with Prof. E. K. Grebel); Ralf Kotulla* (2010; U. 
Hertfordshire, UK with Prof. U. Fritze,); Johannes Ludwig* (2014; U. Heidelberg, 
Germany with Prof. E. K. Grebel), Fayezeh Shabani (2019 U. Heidelberg, with 
Prof. E. K. Grebel), Pietro Faccini (in progress, with Prof. E. K. Grebel).    

MACALESTER COLLEGE RESEARCH STUDENTS: 
     2024-25: Caeden Miller (’25) - Capstone, Lila Schisgal (’25), Will St. John (’26). 
     2025-26: Will St John (’26) - Honors Capstone, Elliott Lewis (’27) Emma 

McNellis (’28).


