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(13) 
 List in order from shortest to longest time scale, Earth’s: 

a. Precession, Orbit, Spin 
b. Spin, Orbit, Precession 
c. Obit, Spin, Precession 
d. Depends on the time of year 

(14) 
 During a solar eclipse, 

a. the Earth’s shadow falls on the sun 
b. the moon’s shadow falls on the Earth 
c. the sun shadow falls on the moon 
d. the Earth’s shadow falls on the moon 

(15) 
 The phases of the moon are caused by:  

a. seeing different amounts of the moon’s surface illuminated by the sun 
b. Earth’s shadow projected onto the moon’s surface 
c. The same side of the moon is always seen from Earth 
d. Both a and c 

(16) 
 Eclipses are relatively rare due to: 

a. Earth’s 23.5 degree tilt 
b. The Moon’s fast rotation about the Earth 
c. The tilt of the moon’s orbit relative to the ecliptic 
d. All of the above 

(17) 
 The circular shape of the Earth’s shadow on the moon led early astronomers to 
conclude that: 

a. the Earth is a sphere 
b. the Earth is at the center of the Solar System 
c. the Earth must be at rest 
d. the moon must orbit the sun 



(18) 
 The ancient Greek’s are NOT credited with: 

a. measuring the size of the Earth 
b. finding the relative sizes of the Earth and the moon 
c. determining that the Earth is round 
d. detecting the parallax of stars 
e. suggesting a heliocentric model of the solar system 

(19) 
 If the moon were half as far away from the Earth, its angular size would be: 

a. twice as big 
b. half as big  
c. four times as big 
d. one-quarter as big 
e. the same as it is now 

(20) 
 Planets remain close to the ecliptic because: 

a. The solar system is approximately flat 
b. The Earth rotates about the sun 
c. The precession of the Earth  
d. All of the above 
 


