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OBITUARY EDGAR T. TOWNSEND 

 
The late Edgar Thomas Townsend, who passed away recently at his home in Conaparia 

Street, was a life long resident of Lake Cargelligo as he was born at Lakeside 72 years ago on 

the property now owned by Mrs Troy.   

 

He spent his early boyhood at Gainbil, his father, Edward Townsend, then being overseer of 

Whoey Station, before moving into town to reside next to the Police Station in Canada Street. 

 

Deceased, who left the Lake Public School at an early age was already showing keenness on 

the land and especially a desire to learn all he could about sheep in which he was very 

interested.   

 

As a young man he spent three years in New Zealand furthering his knowledge and on 

returning to N.S.W. he drew a mixed farming block at Yelkin (now owned by Mr. Arthur 

Slade). He married Ida May Cafe whose parents were on the property at Yelkin now owned 

by Mr Bob McFadyen. The late Mr Townsend enlisted and saw service in World War One 

during which he served with the Light Horse in Palestine and Syria. On returning to Australia 

he continued in farming and grazing and successfully carried on eventually enlarging his 

original property. The late Mr. Townsend with his wife and two daughters came to live in 

town three or four years ago, settling in Conaparia Street.  

 

He had been in failing health for some months but enjoyed getting about. 

 

Of a quiet retiring nature he derived much pleasure discussing olden times and making 

comparisons with today’s conditions.   

 

The late Mr Townsend had taken a very keen interest in the Masonic Lodge, joining at Lake 

Cargelligo 30 years ago and in that time holding every office including that of Past District 

Grand Inspector of Workings.   

 

The late Edgar Townsend was a man held in the highest respect by all sections of the 

community.  His sympathetic understanding of the problems of his fellow man was a feature 

of a fine character, and many people sought and profited by his advice. The wealth of 

experience built up over a lifetime in this district, was readily available to young settlers and 

many will mourn the death of a fine friend.   

 

Lake Cargelligo is indeed the poorer for his passing.  There was hardly an activity in the 

town and district which could not count on his interest and practical support and the progress 

of the town and area in recent years particularly, pleased him greatly. 

 

He was a former president of the Lake Cargelligo Show Society filling the office in the 

difficult years of 1936 and 1937. The work of the Show Society was always a keen interest 

and he was on the committee for many years. The Lake District Hospital and Ambulance 

Service were other organisations with which he was closely associated.   

 

Lake Cargelligo is indeed the poorer for the passing of one who served it well. 

 

He is survived by his wife and five sons Edgar, Ted (Chatswood), Matthew (Kingsgrove), 

and Jack and George (Lake Cargelligo), and four daughters, Maude (Mrs W. Hatwell, Lake 

Cargelligo), Doris (Mrs Smith, Dubbo), May (Mrs Davis, Lake Cargelligo) and June.   

 

The largely attended funeral took place from the Presbyterian Church. 


