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Proclamation in Support of Act of Union 

Belfast Newsletter Tuesday 30 July 1799 

 
 
 

At time when a difference of opinion appears to prevail in this Kingdom, respecting a 
Legislative Union with Great Britain, we, whose names are hereunto subscribed, deeply 
interested in the welfare of this extensive county; which forms a respectable portion of the 
kingdom, feel ourselves called on to declare our sentiments in public and unequivocal 
manner, on that important subject. 
 
We are fully persuaded that such a Union established on the terms of equity and reciprocity 
would invigorate the resources, increase the wealth and add powerfully to the security of both 
countries; enabling them to oppose their common enemy with increased strength, most 
effectually to defeat every insidious attempt to divide the empire for the purpose of subduing 
it. 



 
We are firmly convinced it would add to the welfare, the credit and the immediate prosperity 
of Ireland, and that by uniting our strength in the closest manner with the most free and the 
most happy people on earth, we should exert the best possible means in our power for 
preserving the safety, the honour and the security of our dearest rights. 
 
Determined therefore as we, to stand or fall with Great Britain, we look forward to with the 
greatest anxiety to this connection, as the most effectual means of putting to an end to all our 
factious and religious animosities and of reconciling the people of Ireland to each other, by 
doing away with ill founded jealousies between fellow subjects. 
 

Extract of Signatories to the Proclamation 
 

                                                                 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
The Gentleman’s and Citizen’s Almanac 1800 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 



Extract from Samuel Lewis’ Topographical Dictionary 1837 

CLONAKILTY, or CLOUGHNAKILTY, an incorporated sea-port, market and post-town (formerly a 
parliamentary borough), in the parish of KILGARIFF, East Division of the barony of EAST CARBERY, 
county of CORK, and province of MUNSTER, 25 1/2 miles (S. W. by S.) from Cork, and 15l 1/2 miles (S. 
W.) from Dublin; containing 3807 inhabitants. The town is situated on the Gorar or Farla River, which falls 
into the bay close to the principal street, and in a pleasant fertile valley environed by hills of moderate 
elevation, which descend to the harbour. It consists of four principal streets diverging at right angles from the 
centre, and is well supplied with water from two public pumps erected by the Earl of Shannon. It has been 
much improved recently by the erection of several good houses and a spacious square, the centre of which is 
planted and laid out in walks, so as to form an agreeable promenade. Some excellent roads have also been 
made in the neighbourhood. A public library was established by a body of shareholders, in 1825: there are 
also three news-rooms and a lending library for the poor. Balls are occasionally given in the rooms over the 
market-house, during the sessions week. There are commodious infantry barracks for 4 officers and 68 
privates. The staple trade of the town is the linen manufacture, which furnishes employment to 400 looms and 
1000 persons, who manufacture to the amount of £250 or £300 weekly, but when the trade was in the height 
of its prosperity, the weekly sales were frequently £1000. The cotton-manufacture also employs about 40 
looms. A spacious linen-hall was built some years since by the Earl of Shannon: it is attended by a sworn 
salesman and three deputies, by whom all the cloth brought to the hall is measured and marked. The corn 
trade is carried on chiefly by agents for the Cork merchants, who ship it here and receive coal as a return 
cargo. There are 14 lighters of 17 tons burden each regularly employed in raising and conveying sand to be 
used in the neighbourhood as manure. The harbour is only fit for small vessels, the channel being extremely 
narrow and dangerous, and having at the entrance a bar, over which vessels above 100 tons can only pass at 
high spring tides: large vessels, therefore, discharge their cargoes at Ring, about a mile below the town. It is 
much used as a safety harbour by the small craft for several miles along the coast. The market is held on 
Friday, and is amply supplied with good and cheap provisions; and three fairs are held under the charter on 
April 5th, Oct. 10th, and Nov. 12th, and two subsequently established on June 1st and Aug. 1st, all for cattle, 
sheep, and pigs; the Oct. and Nov. fairs are noted for a large supply of turkeys and fowls. A spacious market-
house has been built, at an expense of £600; and shambles were erected in 1833, by the corporation, on 
ground let rent-free by the Earl of Shannon, who is proprietor of the borough. A chief constabulary police 
force has been stationed here. 

By the charter of Jas. I. the inhabitants were incorporated under the designation of the "Sovereign, Free 
Burgesses, and Commonalty of the Borough of Cloughnakilty;" and Sir Richard Boyle was constituted lord of 
the town, with power to appoint several of the officers, and to a certain extent to superintend the affairs of the 
corporation, which was to consist of a sovereign and not less than 13 nor more than 24 burgesses, assisted by 
a serjeant-at-mace, three constables, a toll-collector, and weighmaster. The sovereign is annually elected by 
the lord of the town out of three burgesses chosen by the corporation, and the recorder is also appointed by 
him. Vacancies among the burgesses are filled up by themselves from among the freemen, who are admitted 
solely by favour of the corporation. The sovereign and recorder are justices of the peace within the borough, 
the limits of which extend for a mile and a half in every direction from a point nearly in the centre of the 
town, called the Old Chapel. The charter conferred the right of sending two members to the Irish parliament, 
which it continued to exercise till the Union, when the £15,000 awarded as compensation for its 
disfranchisement was paid to the Earl of Shannon, a descendant of Sir Richard Boyle. The sovereign and 
recorder were empowered to hold a court of record, for the recovery of debts and the determination of all 
pleas to the amount of £20 late currency; but since the passing of the act limiting the power of arrest to sums 
exceeding £20, it has been discontinued. A manorial court is held every third Wednesday by a seneschal 
appointed by the Earl of Shannon, which takes cognizance of debts and pleas not exceeding 40s.; and the 
sovereign and recorder hold courts of petty session in the market-house, every Monday. Petty sessions are 
also held every Thursday by the county magistrates; and the general quarter sessions for the West Riding of 
the county are held here in July. The county court-house is a neat edifice of hewn stone, ornamented with a 
pediment and cornice supported by two broad pilasters, between which is a handsome Venetian window. 
Connected with it is a bridewell, and both were erected at the expense of the county. 

The parish church of Kilgariff is situated in the town, on an eminence to the north of the main street: it is a 
plain edifice, with a square tower at the west end, and was rebuilt in 1818, at an expense of £1300, of which 
£500 was a loan from the late Board of First Fruits, and the remainder was contributed by the Earl of Shannon 
and the Rev. H. Townsend (Rev Horatio Townsend [5D00]). A classical school was established in 1808, 
under the patronage of the Earl of Shannon, who has assigned a large and handsome house, with land, for the 



residence of the master: there are more than 60 boys on the establishment. A dispensary, a house of industry, 
and a benevolent society have been established, which have been found highly beneficial, and are liberally 
supported by the Earl of Shannon and the inhabitants generally. The late Michael Collins, D. D., R. C. Bishop 
of Cloyne and Ross, who was author of several tracts on the state of Ireland, and was examined before a 
committee of the House of Commons, in 1825, was a native of this place. About a mile north of the town is a 
tolerably perfect druidical temple, some of the stones of which are nearly as large as those of Stonehenge; the 
centre stone of the circle is very large, and is composed of one mass of white quartz. 

 
Captain Henry Townsend RN [215] - Transcript of Will  

 
The National Archives PCC Will Index and PROB 11 microfilms at the Family Records Centre, 

London. 
Henry Townsend, Esquire, of Whitecliff, Isle of Purbeck, Dorset 

Dated: 30 December 1785 

• Helena (niece) daughter of Reverend Arthur Herbert and Helena his wife, both deceased: £300.  
(Daughter of Helena Townsend [218])  

• Arthur (nephew) son of Reverend Arthur Herbert and Helena his wife, both deceased: £200.  .  (Son of 
Helena Townsend [218])  

• Richard Townsend Herbert, Esquire of Killarney, Ireland (nephew): gold stopwatch chain and seals 
• Richard Boyle Townsend, Esquire (nephew): horizontal gold repeating watch chain and seals.  

(Richard Boyle Townsend [219]) 
• William Moody of Bathampton, Wiltshire: household goods at Whitecliff and plate china etc not for 

his use but in trust to dispose and convert it into money for Helena Herbert (niece). 
• Helena (niece) wife of William Moody: £100 ‘as a token of my regard and friendship’ 
• John Townsend (brother), Esquire, Barrister at Law, of Shepparton, County Cork: rents from my 

tenants in Ireland.  (John Townsend [214] 

All legacies to be paid in 6 months.  John Townsend (brother): residue in trust for his children, the interest 
to accumulate and laid out in the purchase of 3% reduced annuities of Bank of England to be paid when 
21 years old. 
 
Executor: William Moody (‘good friend’) 
Witnesses: Thomas Bartlett and Simon Grant, servant to Mr Bartlett 
 
Codicil: 19 February 1788.- John Townsend (brother) of Shepparton, County Cork: all real and personal 
estate subject to the following:    

• John Perry: £20.     
• James Talbot, farmer: £10.    
• Elizabeth Talbot: £20.    
• Elizabeth Wells: £20.    
• William Ingram: £10.    
• Timothy Chinchen, apothecary: £20.    
• ‘Mary the housekeeper at Whitecliff’: £20.     
• John Smith, agent in Ireland: £50.     
• Robert Atkins of Salisbury Street, Westminster: £50. 

James Townsend (kinsman) (1) of Lincolns Inn: executor instead of William Moody 
Witnesses: John Fentum, Richard Farguhar, Ann Duff 
Proved: 29 February 1788 (on oath of James Townsend)  

(1)  Almost certainly James Townsend [311] who was a barrister. 


