
Life of an Undergraduate 
Student

Briana



Deciding on the Astronomy Major

• Liked science 
• Meeting with Prof. Townsend 
• Astronomy 103 with Prof. Bershady 



Starting Research
!

Physics or Astronomy? 
!

Instrumentation 



RSS-NIR 



Lab Training
• Clean room maintenance  
• ESD safety



Detector Characterization 
• Observing very faint objects  
• Need to optimize performance of detector 
• Skills  
– Design tests 
– Take data  
– Data analysis  
– Astronomical  
 software  
– Python 



Awards 
• Hilldale Undergraduate/Faculty Research 

Fellowship 
• Wisconsin Space Grant Consortium 

Undergraduate Research Award 
• Physics Scholarship 



CTIO REU in La Serena, Chile 



American Astronomical Society Meeting 



Dunlap Institute Instrumentation 
Summer School 



Goals 

• Research in astronomy! 
!

• Compliment research with 
instrumentation 



My Future 
• Graduate school at UT-Austin! 
• Honorable Mention for NSF GRFP


